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WANDERERS MAKE 


TOTTENHAM STARS 
FIGHT FOR IT °* 


JN bright and breezy Christ- : 


mas holiday mood, Wy- 


combe - Wanderers delighted 
their followers on Saturday 
by their form against Totten- 
ham Hotspur’s powerful Lon- 
don Combination side in a 
. friendly match which pro- 
duced some of the best foot- 
_ball seen at Loakes Park this 
season, Spurs won 4-3. 


For the star-studded Spurs 
side — including three interna- 
tionals and several who have 
figured prominently in the Tot- 
tenham senior team—it was cer- 
tainly no leisurely training out- 
‘ing, The Wanderers, true to tra- 
dition, produced their best and 

- Shook the professionals with a 
hard-hitting second half rally in! 
a fast-moving game of seven 

` goals, two penalties and some 
entertaining duels between the 

. leading rival amateur and pro- 

, fessional personalities, 


Particular interest was centred 
on the clash of Spurs’ left-half, 
John Smith, the under-23 inter- 
national, and the Wycombe star, 

Worley, former Spurs ama- 
teur. Smith was perhaps the out- 
standing figure on the field, 
sound in defence yet roving far 

| and wide as architect of many of 
i the prof¢ssionals’ most menacing 
| raids—büt he found: quicksilver 
| Len Worley a rare handful and 
; was Often outwitted in the 
‘encounters between them. 








BATES SHINES 

Yet even Worley 
in the. second half 
who time and again eluded the | 
formidable opposition of Marchi! 
and Hills to get the Wycombe 
front line in motion, 

He had excellent support from 
Jackie Tomlin, making a wel- 
come re-appearance on the 
Wycombe left wing. ' 


The home defence, too, with- 
stood remarkably weil the test | 
Imposed by Spurs’ high-powered 
front line. in which international 
right winger Terry. Medwin 
sparkled brightly. 


Weaver, recalled to the senior 
side to take over the centre-half 
hot seat, had a particularly good 
day, and John Beck and Dave 
Worley both won plaudits in 
many an entertaining duel, But 
the Wanderers’ hero, when Spurs 
speedy forward combination 
kept the home goal under siege, 
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But the home defence im- 
proved steadily as the game pro. 
gressed and before half-time. 
Rockell, showing a turn of speed 
which often nonplussed Welsh 
international Mel Hopkins, 
dashed wp to score after Hollow- 
bread had stopped a brilliant 
shot by Tomlin, 

Beck hit the upright with a 
penalty kick awarded early in 
the second half for a foul on 
Bates and twelve minutes after. 
the resumption Medwin added a 


third for Spurs with a classic. 


left-foot drive, 


Tottenham, however, were not 
to be allowed to coast home to a 
comfortable prestige victory. 
Bates, inspiration of a Wycombe . 
revival which brought a succes- | 
ston of ¢hrills in all-out attacks, 
was brought down again in one 
of his determined solo runs. This 
time he took the kick himself— 
and made no mistake. 


And even. after Clayton had 
restored the Spurs’ two-goal ad- 
vantage with a powerful drive 
which found the mark through a 
goalmouth crowd, Wycombe con- 
tinued to harass Hollowbread, 
and one of the best moves of the 
game, again initiated by the busy 
Bates, enabled Rockell to score 
again after the ’keeper had saved 
from Bressi 
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| the first half-an-hour, when it 
looked as though the Spurs” 
superior speed and ball control |: 
would give them a runaway win. 
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